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Marchfd

 

 
Avondale Street Project \ Revitalization of Your 
Neighborhood  is Coming Back 
 
Leadership Zone Programs held on Tuesdays -All Boys 
Session starts at 5:00 -6:30 pm at 238 Meridia n 
Call Big Poppa to Join  

 
 

BE A PART 

OF THE 

Yes You 

Can The 

Youth Can 

Change 

Committee 
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One Step To Life  
238 Meridian 
Youngstown, OH 44509 
NEW Phone #: 
330-233-1481 
Fax #: 
330-788-3454 
NEW Hotline  #: 
330-233-1481 
E-mail:  

onesteptolife@sbcglobal.net  

 

 

I made a choice to start working with young adults and children.  I have established my own business One Step To 
Life.  My main objective is to motivate others to speak up and be accounted for. 

I am a motivational speaker for positive non-violent events and I have been involved in many activities to 
encourage and strengthen the minds of our youth in the city of Youngstown. My dream today is to reach out and 
give back through all my experiences through life.  I want to be involved in the vision for the City of Youngstown.   

The 20th Century has brought about difficult times in which our children need direction and need to learn the 
importance of education and life choices.  The School Levy is important to me because the children of this day and 
age matter.  Itôs a need for our children to be educated and well conversed under the laws of education and how 
could that be done without the financial funds to govern our children.    

Throughout my life and in my community I have touched the lives of young children by inspiring them to stay in 
school, say no to drugs, become leaders, and prepare for life after graduation.  Today, I stand on humble ground 
doing what I love, helping others.  I am sincere and confident in what I do.  As I walk this path, I focus only on a 
positive safe haven for our children.  We are in drastic times and we need to take drastic measures.  I am that 
drastic measure.  
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*INSPIRE SOMEONE TODAY AND EMAIL 

ONESTEPTOLIFE@SBCGLOBAL.NET WITH 

TOPICS THAT YOU WANT TO SEE DISCUSSED 

BECAUSE SOMEBODY IS READING THIS 

THAT MAY BE ABLE TO RELATE TO YOUR 

STORY AND BENEFIT FROM IT 

 

JOIN ONE STEP TO LIFE 

APPLICATION INSIDE PG 7/8 
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Wonder  

By Derrick Haywood 

Wonder why life got to be so hard.  You keep pushing, trying to get to 

that star, that goal, trying to take care of your sister and bro, but time 

ƎŜǘǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǎƻ ƛǘ ŀƛƴΩǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻǿΦ 

Wonder why children cry.  Is it because they need love or feeling dry? 

Wonder why people kill.  Is it because they want people to feel how they feel.  So 

hurt.  So you try to take them to church, hoping God can lift them up and reserve. 

Wonder why adolescents do the things they do.  Is it because they want to fit in 

with their crew? 

My Life  

By Kasina Flowers 

My life is my own and is what I make of it.   

My joy is my home and I would never leave it. 

My pain and my sorrow and the things that I could never want to miss, 

.ǳǘ Ƴȅ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘΦ 

My soul screams loudly, although my mouth is closed. 

My mind keeps wondering about the future decisions my life unfolds. 

My heart is shattered to pieces due to the loss my loved ones, 

But my journey through life has only just begun.
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 Metaphorically Speaking  

By Tracy Mead 

The lights are shining, Blinding me from afar 

You can see the sweat running down my face. 

I lift  my head, praying to God for grace. 

Grace to well in all I have to overcome. 

This pain insideéis no longer fun. 

The crowd is cheering.  I see them in the distance. 

Yet, all I can hear is their echoing persistence. 

My knees get weak and my whole body gives in. 

I am standing here in front of everyone, as my body falls to the ground like a man made 
of tin. 

My eyes barely open and Iôm shaking with no control 

I hear the crowd still cheering, as if this is supposed to happen.  Maybe they think Iôm on 
a roll. 

I hear people talking, but still the voices are blurred, 

But instantly, everything gets silent and only Godôs voice is the one not 
unheard. 

If ask God if what is happening is real. 

He said, ñIôll look after you, but first, lets make a deal. 

Live life with all you possibly can 

And know that without me, thereôs no way you can 

On your own make a stand, 

So look to me and follow my command 

And Iôll make sure Iôm the one to meet your demand.ò



 

 5 

LICENSED AND INSURED   
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘŜŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƭŜƎƛǘ 

ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ΧΧΦ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻƳΩǎ ǊƛŘŜ ΧΧΧ ƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǊƛŘŜ 
ΧΧΧ ƳŀȅōŜ ŜǾŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴΦ   
 

First of all, if you allow your child to drive your car and they 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƛŎŜƴse, where do your values lie?  There of many of 
uninsured and unlicensed young adults out here that are putting 
thousands of other drivers and pedestrians in danger and can cause 
someone to lose probably the only thing that will allow them to get 

to work or get to school and even losing their life.   
YOU KNOW WHO U R 

Realize that before you get behind the wheel that your LIFE and the lives of 
others are at stake.  Realize that you jeopardize a lot by getting behind the wheel 
before getting a permit, getting licensed and TOP priority getting your car insured.  
!ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ running off of curbs and what not then help 
yourself by signing up for driving classes until you are ready.  
 

Solidify your future before turning the ignition because the 
ƧǳŘƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƳŜǊŎȅ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ 
steps to protect YOU and other drivers on the road.  Being insured 
even if you just have liability coverage can protect you from an 
uninsured driverΦ  LǘΩǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ 
at all to cover damage done to another vehicle by you so that you 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǳƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ.  Some of us may not be 
able to afford insurance, bǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘs without protecting 
yourself.  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ƛǘ ǘƘŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘǊƛǾŜΦ 
 

Another key point I want to bring up is that when those points add up on 
your record from your irresponsibility of not taking care of ur business, ur risking 
a career choice as a school bus driver, a truck driver or even WRTA.   So take the 
ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ Ŏŀǳǘƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ yourself, 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ, think about risks you are taking and think about 
your future. 
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Getting your diploma  

I hear the same thing every 

day, I want a graduate.  I hate 

school.  My teacher is always 

pickin on me or does not like 

me.  but that does not excuse 

all the Dôs and Fôs that you get 

for the whole 1
st
, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 grade 

period.  Now tell me, does that sound 

like a person that wants to graduate 

from school???  Check this out, we 

have over 40% of kids that have 

dropped out of school from the 9
th
 

grade thru the 12
th
.  And the ones that 

I have communicated with said they 

want to finish school.  And from my 

own evaluation, I must sayééhow 

much footwork do you want to do in 

order to take control of your own 

destiny??  One thing for sure, the way 

the economy is today and this 

recession, you wonôt ever be able to 

accomplish what you want to without 

that diploma.  You really must not 

understand that no matter how many 

credits you geté.. 10 credits or 20 

credits, if you canôt pass that OGT 

test, youôre not moving on.   You 

must think for yourself, I canôt think 

for you.  How are you going to 

prepare for life when you donôt even 

have a basic education?  Do you 

realize that there are some young 

adults out here that canôt even fill out 

an application?  This is not 

funnyé.some of you all canôt even 

read but you can stay out all night 

long, poppin pills, smoking weed.  

How can that right there alone prepare 

you for whatôs coming?  You need to 

ask yourself the question, what do I 

need to do to get back on the right 

track.  You need to search deep inside 

yourself.  Find your comfort zone.  

Instead of making big goals, make 

small ones.  Realize that you are not 

living for no one but yourself.  

Conquer whatôs been hindering you 

from living.  The time has come.  I 

ask you to submit not to your lower 

self, but your higher being.  If you 

canôt cope with going to regular 

schools go to a private school.  Go 

somewhere that will help you better 

yourself.  These days right here has 

the whole world speechless.  I know 

you may be asking yourself why is he 

saying that.  Because for the last 7 ï 8 

months, we have been seeing people 

that have degreeôs 

losing their jobs, their 

families and future.  

We must understand 

that we have to take 

advantage of whatever 

is going to help us 

survive the test of time.   
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